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CongressmanSimmonsspeaksout against
indecentlV programming

, By Rob SImmons
Connecticut Congressman,

2nd District '
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\ Dear Fricw1s:
I '

I Everyyear milliomof families
I eagerly plan one Sunday aroundI
lone event - the SuperBowl.
I Footbillis supposedto be a celebra-
I tion of alhJeticprowessandtCiim-I -
I work. The Supec Bowl 15where the
I beslof the best go head to head.
I Unfortunately, thi5 year's Super
: Bowl will not be remembered by !:be
I incredJble game between the New

: EnglarldPatriotsand the Carolina
I Panthers. The contest ODthe field
I was overshadowed by Janet

: Jackson's light breast, which was
I e:~:posedduring the halftime'enter-
I ta1nment' when cinaer Justin'
I --0 -
I Timberlake ripped off pact of 1-fs.
I Jackson's costume.
I Byh1ringMTI' to promote the half

: time show, CBSpushed the enve-
I lape on sexually e:xplidt program-
I mingin primetimeTVtoanall-I

time low. In re.sporneI sent a letter
to the Fffieral Communications

Commission requesting a fuJl inves-
tigatioo.
In my letter to FCCChairman
Michael Powell, IIVIotc, "[ stroogl}'
Ulge you to initiate an FCCinvesti-
gation to detmnine whether or nol
the culminating event to tbepel-
formance was planned and known
about by top MrV and CBSofficials.
Additionally, [ ask that you use this
unfortunate event to demonstrate
to tbe networks that the FCCwill

not tolerate any such further dis-
plays by levying and enforcing col-
lection of the highest possible fines
on CllS and MTV."
r do not believe that the FCC has

done enough to shield the public

fromindecentprogramming. In,
response,I am a cosponsortnglegis-
lation 10raise the $27,500 maxi-
mum fine for indecentprogram-
ming to $275,000, A $27,500 fine is
DO deterrent for wealthy corpora-
tions that assault staudards and pro.
mote uasb on the airwaves.

Gi\<en the fact thai the perform-

e~ are se.uoned profe!>Sionals it is

difficult to accept that Ms. Jacksoo's

exposure was, as Justin Timberlake

explained it, a 'wardrobe malfunc-
lion." Also, consider that MTV

bragged about the occurrence on ib

web site, observing that, 'Jaw~

across tbe countr}' hit the carpet at

exactlythe sametime '" a kinJ<y
finale that rocked the SuperBowlto
its core."
If the inddent had been a mistake

tbe public w?uJd have received an
apology.
TIle Super Bowl is about bump and
run, not bump and grtnd, It is a
~orts spectacular that draw~mem-
ben oCfamilie.s togetherand they
should Dotbe subjected to the low
tas~ofthenetworkthat brought
the world 1ackass,'

Si/lard};
Rob SimmU7:S

Memba OfCorigresS "

SeaJ7idDis~ Unmedicut

Congres5man Rob Simmons


